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Ethiris VMS license model

Declaration of the Ethiris VMS license model regarding the number of cameras
included in the license.
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Introduction

Two factors decide the license cost for Ethiris VMS. Actual license level and the number of cameras.
It’s a simple model but to understand how many camera licenses the configuration is using, the user
needs to obtain information about Ethiris concepts such as physical cameras, logical cameras and
video streams as well as how they are represented in the Ethiris VMS.

This document describes these concepts and how they affect the license cost depending on actual
license level.
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Definitions

Ethiris VMS separates three concepts. Physical cameras, logical cameras and video streams.

Physical Camera

A physical camera is a unique combination of an IP-address and a port in the Ethiris configuration.
Example: IP-address 192.168.31.18 and port 544. The port is being used for requesting video from
the camera and it can vary depending on the camera manufacturer and selected video compression
protocol. In most cases RTSP is used, and then it’s port 554 which is being used. The basic principle is

that every physical camera that is connected to Ethiris Server costs a camera license.
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Figure 1 Two physical cameras in the camera list of Ethiris Admin.
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Figure 2 The two physical cameras have a unique IP-address.
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Logical Camera

A logical camera is a unique camera name in the Ethiris configuration. Multiple logical cameras can
be defined for the same physical camera with the same IP-address and port. Every logical camera is
bound to a physical camera, which also means that every physical camera has at least one logical
camera attached to it. With license level “Extended” or Universal level 3 or higher it’s possible to
configure 2x the number of camera licenses as logical cameras. Example:
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Figure 1 Two logical cameras sharing the same physical camera. Both logical cameras have the same IP address but
different names.
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Figure 2 Unique names of the two logical cameras attached to the same physical camera.
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Video Stream

A video stream is defined by its attributes, resolution, framerate and compression format belonging
to a certain logical camera. This means that every logical camera has at least one video stream. With
license level Advanced or Universal level 5 and higher its possible to add video streams to a logical
camera without the cost of extra camera licenses. For the lower license levels, its only possible to add
one video stream per logical camera.
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Figure 5 Three video streams on the same logical (and physical) camera.

Figure 5 describes in total two physical cameras, three logical cameras and five video streams.
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Figure 6 Three video streams on one logical camera (The camera name is the same for all three).
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Quantity of camera licenses
The cost of a certain camera license is based on the number of licenses, and the chosen license level.

In the traditional license model a one-time fee is paid and the number of licenses is decided upon
purchase. The license options are Free, Basic, Extended, Advanced and Premium. Example with 17
advanced camera licenses: The 17 licenses give the user rights to add a certain number of physical
cameras, logical cameras and video streams. In this case 17 physical cameras, 34 logical cameras and
an unlimited amount of video streams.

In our new subscription-based license model Universal the system counts the number of used
camera licenses in the current configuration. The quarterly fee is defined by the number of camera
licenses and the chosen license level (1-6).

The system that calculates the number of valid camera licenses varies depending on a few factors.

The following table describes the maximum number of physical cameras, logical cameras and the
number of video streams available based on the current license level. The number for max number of
camera licenses is connected to the traditional license model where the license code decides the
number of camera licenses. With Universal the user can configure a desired number of cameras.

Type Description Required Camera license limit
License

Physical A unique combination of IP and port. - Number of camera

camera licenses in current

license code.

Logical A unique camera name. Extended or 2 x number of camera

camera Universal level licenses in current
3. license code

Video A named definition of resolution, Advanced or No limit.

stream framerate and video compression format Universal level

for a logical camera. 5.

For Free, Basic or Universal level 1-2 this means that every row in the camera list counts as a physical
camera and will therefore “cost” one camera license each.

For Extended and Universal level 3 or higher, its possible to define multiple logical cameras for every
physical camera.

An extended license has a limited amount of camera licenses. With an extended license, advanced or
premium the maximum number of Physical cameras can be used, as well as 2x the number of
physical cameras as logical cameras. Example: With an Extended license of 7 cameras, its possible to
configure 7 physical cameras and 14 logical cameras.

A Universal license doesn’t have a decided number of camera licenses, instead the used number of
camera licenses is calculated depending on the current configuration. With Universal level 3 or
higher the number of used camera licenses is the value of the number of physical cameras and

logical cameras / 2 rounded off upwards. The following table shows examples of Universal 3 and
higher:
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Number of physical Number of logical Result: Number of camera
cameras cameras licenses
12 16 12
12 24 12
12 25 13
12 30 15

With Advanced or Universal level 5 and higher, its possible to define multiple video streams for every
logical camera. The number of video streams does not affect the camera license calculation.

When running a Universal license, the user has the option of selecting a fixed number of camera
licenses that the system shall accept. This is done in the Universal tab in Ethiris Admin where the user
also can see the current number of physical cameras, logical cameras and the number of camera
licenses in use (the amount of camera licenses being paid for).
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Figure 7 The Universal tab in Ethiris Admin.
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If you have Universal level 6, you have access to so-called Floating camera licenses, which means that
you can define more cameras in the configuration than the number you enter under Max
simultaneous active physical cameras. In the example below, this figure is 2. This means, just as it
says in the dialogue, that a maximum of 2 physical and maximum 4 logical cameras can be active at
the same time. In this example, you have 4 physical and 5 logical cameras, which are accepted at
level 6.

Entering a number for Max simultaneous active physical cameras ensures that this number is the
maximum number for which you are invoiced. Should the configuration contain fewer physical and
logical cameras than what has been set here, you will only be invoiced for the cameras that are in the
configuration. So, the figure given should be seen as a maximum number of cameras you can be
invoiced for, not the actual number of cameras for your invoice.

Dption - Bthiris SDK

umber of cameras

s

Max simultaneous active physical cameras:

-

Mumber of physical cameras in the configuration: but max 2 active at once

Mumber of logical cameras in the configuration: but max 4 active at once
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Figure 8 The number of cameras that counts as camera licenses in the current configuration.
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